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Bristol Law Society is delighted to announce the 
return of the popular Personal Injury, Clinical 
Negligence and Costs Conference.  The course is 
designed to provide delegates with practical 
guidance on the current hot topics and latest 
developments.  With an opening address and 
presentation this year by His Honour Judge Barry 
Cotter QC, there are also a variety of speakers 
covering a range of topical issues to suit anyone 
specialising in these areas of practice.   
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Personal Injury, Clinical Negligence and Costs 
Conference – 9th May 2017 

Programme 
  

 

 

9.00-9.25am Registration, networking and welcome drinks 

9.25-9.30am Introduction by host 

Andrew Hannam, Partner, Foot Anstey LLP 

9.30-10.10am Are you ready for the new landscape? 

His Honour Judge Barry Cotter QC 

10.10-10.20am Presentation by Henry Kimbell, Corporate Fundraising 

Manager, SIA (Spinal Injuries Association) 

10.20-10.50am Mental Capacity – Factors to consider in litigation 

Andrew Hannam, Partner, Foot Anstey LLP 

10.50-11.20am Refreshments 

11.20-12.00pm Chronic Pain 

Hazel O’Dowd, Clinical Psychologist and Head of the Pain Clinic 
Team, North Bristol NHS Trust 

12.00-12.40pm Chronic Pain  

Tom Panton, Barrister, Guildhall Chambers 

12.40-1.40pm Lunch 

1.40-2.20pm Practical Budgeting 

Nicholas Lee, Managing Director, Paragon Costs Solutions  

2.20-2.50pm When the going gets tough – law and tactics on strike out 
and sanctions 

Sophie Beesley, Barrister, Old Square Chambers 

2.50-3.10pm Refreshments 

3.10-3.50pm Here’s looking at you! 

Sharan Sanghera, Barrister, 3PB 

3.50-4.30pm Proportionality, Conduct and Indemnity Costs 

Justin Valentine, Barrister, St John’s Chambers  

4.30pm Q&A Session 

4.45pm Close 

The content of this folder may not be copied, distributed, reproduced or dealt 

with in whole or in part without the prior consent of the contributing 
speakers and Bristol Law Society.  
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Andrew Hannam, Partner, Foot Anstey 
LLP 

Andrew is a member of 

the clinical negligence 

and mental capacity 

teams.  He has wide 

experience of 

investigating and 

litigating clinical negligence cases with a 

particular interest in birth injury/cerebral palsy 

claims and has concluded a number of multi-

million pound settlements for children who were 

brain injured as a result of birth accidents.  

Andrew has extensive experience in Court of 

Protection cases instructed on behalf of the 

Official Solicitor.  His experience of acting for 

learning disabled adults has included acting as 

joint lead solicitor in the group action against 

Cornwall Partnership NHS Trust (a claim 

involving 160 claimants) and for families with 

members at Winterbourne View.  Andrew is also 

an accredited mediator and founding Chairman 

of the Association of South West Mediators.  He 

is also a past president of the Bristol Medico-

Legal Society, a member of the Law Society’s 

Clinical Negligence Panel and on the referral 

panel for Action against Medical Accidents.  

His Honour Judge Barry Cotter QC 

In practice between 1985–

2010 in the following areas; 

personal injury and clinical 

negligence, product liability 

(contract and tort) 

environmental law; 

consumer law and multi-

party actions.  Personal 

Injury Bar Association 

(elected committee member; 1995-1999; 2001-

2003).  2009 Personal Injury Barrister of the 

Year.  Publications; “Defective and Unsafe 

Products; Law and Practice” [1996]; 

Butterworths; Munkman on Employers' Liability 

[14th Edition] [2006]; [15th Edition] [2009];  

Judicial career; Recorder 2003; Deputy High 

Court Judge 2010 (QBD and Admin); Designated 

Civil Judge (South West) 2010; Judge of TCC 

2010; Civil Judicial Engagement Committee 

2015; Civil Justice Council 2016; Designated 

Civil Judge Avon, Somerset and Gloucester 

2017.  Visiting fellow (Bristol University).  

Tom Panton, Barrister, Guildhall 
Chambers 

Tom has extensive experience 

of personal injury litigation 

including the following 

specialist areas:  Employer’s 

Liability - Regularly instructed 

in accident cases involving all 

key EL areas including Work 

Equipment, Manual Handling, 

CONDAM, Workplace and 

COSHH issues.  Considerable 

experience of claims involving assaults by 

service-users in a variety of social care 

situations.  Public Liability - Very considerable 

experience of highway tripping and nuisance 

claims, Defective Premises/Landlord and Tenant 

cases, and a wide variety of cases involving 

accidents at School.  Notable cases include 

representing a local authority in the context of a 

playground accident involving unusual climbing 

equipment (multi-track liability trial; Court of 

Appeal), and a claim against a hotel in 
negligence and vicarious liability arising from an 

assault by an off-duty employee.  Road 

traffic/RTA fraud/RTA quantum cases - Regularly 

instructed to defend RTA cases involving 

suspicions of fraud.  Considerable experience of 

assessing quantum in serious injury cases.  He is 

regularly instructed to assess quantum in fatal 

accident claims.  Tom is experienced for both 

sides in assessments of damages, particularly 

cases involving cross-examination of medical 

experts. 

Hazel O’Dowd, Clinical Psychologist and 

Head of the Pain Clinic Team, North 
Bristol NHS Trust 

Hazel O’Dowd is a consultant 

clinical psychologist who has 

been continuously employed in 

the NHS since 1995.  Hazel 

began her career in mental 

health services but has gone on 

to specialise in acute medicine.  

Hazel has worked in North 

Bristol NHS Trust for 17 years 

and now leads the pain management service and 

the CFS/ME team.  Her service sees over 1000 

new patients each year and offers rehabilitation 

for the debilitating effects of pain and fatigue. 
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Nicholas Lee, Managing Director, 
Paragon Cost Solutions 

Nick, an Accredited 

Costs Lawyer and MD of 

Paragon Costs, began 

specialising in legal 

costs in 2001.  Ten 

years later, he created 

Paragon Costs – helping 

to build its exceptional service standards and 

outstanding retention of both clients and staff 

that has been the foundation of this successful 

business.  Know for always being commercial 

and practice, colleagues and clients appreciate 

how thoroughly Nick assesses the merits in any 

claims, before giving his experienced and 

realistic advice.  Nick is responsible for 

Advocacy, technical support, business 

development and client management.  He also 

delivers seminars and writes for legal 

publications – giving constructive guidance on 

the latest developments.  He is also on the Civil 

Court User Group and Junior Vice President of 

Bristol Law Society.  He leads the South West 

Regional Group for the Association of Costs 

Lawyers.  Nick frequently conducts Applications, 

Costs Management Conferences, Summary and 

Detailed Assessments before District Judges, 

Costs Judges and Masters in the County Court, 

High Court and Senior Courts Costs Offices.  

Sophie Beesley, Barrister, Old Square 
Chambers 

Sophie practises exclusively 

in clinical negligence, 

personal injury and coronial 

law.  She is instructed in a 

variety of claims and has 

significant experience in fatal 

accident claims and of acting 

on behalf of protected 

parties.  Sophie also 

maintains a strong paperwork 

practice, drafting pleadings and advising on 

liability, quantum and evidence, and has a 

reputation for turning work round quickly.  

Sophie has a special interest in mental health 

law, particularly its application to acute clinical 

settings, and in the law of consent following 

Montgomery.  She is instructed in cases 

developing these areas and has lectured 

extensively on these topics.  Sophie’s recent 

caseload includes an inquest concerning an A&E 

department’s failure to detain a patient for 

mental health assessment and so prevent her 

suicide (including consideration of the 

engagement of Article 2 following the Rabone 

line of argument), and civil claims concerning 

delayed cancer diagnoses, substandard surgical 

techniques, childbirth injuries and inadequate 

nursing care.  She is also being led in high value 

claims concerning complex birth injuries, 

Cerebral Palsy and Cauda Equina Syndrome.  

Sophie’s personal injury practice covers all the 

established areas such as employers’ and 

occupiers’ liability, highways claims and road 

traffic accidents.  She also acts in occupational 

disease claims.  

Sharan Sanghera, Barrister, 3PB 

Sharan advises both claimants 

and defendants in personal 

injury claims in the fast and 

multi tracks and is regularly 

instructed to conduct trials, 

disposal hearings, applications 

and interlocutory hearings.  

She holds particular expertise 

in occupiers’ liability and public liability claims 

which are reinforced by her work with local 

authorities, involving accidents on the roads, 

public areas and schools/playgrounds.  She has 

vast experience in dealing with RTAs including 

LVI and fraudulent claims and claims involving 

the MIB.  Sharan has extensive experience in 

employers’ liability, product liability, psychiatric 

injury, Animals Act claims and industrial injuries 

involving chemicals.  Her practice is constantly 

developing in claims relating to fatal and 

catastrophic injuries, industrial diseases and 

travel claims.  Sharan undertakes a range of 

clinical negligence work including dental 

negligence having advised in Claims including 

the fracture of tooth and bone during surgery as 

well as negligent placement of dental implants.  

Sharan also acts for Claimants in claims against 

GPs and NHS Trusts.  She has dealt with claims 

involving elective procedures such as pinnaplasty 

and excision of lipomata.  She has recently acted 

for a Claimant who suffered injuries following the 

failure to remove equipment during childbirth. 
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Justin Valentine, Barrister, St John’s 
Chambers 

Justin is a specialist 

personal injury and 

clinical negligence 

barrister with 

considerable experience 

of long-running, complex 

brain and neurological 

injury cases involving both children and adults.  

He has experience in drafting complex, high-

value Schedules of Loss in catastrophic and fatal 

accident claims.  Justin specialises in costs 

litigation in particular where interpretation of 

complex, technical legislation and/or rules is 

required.  He regularly undertakes CCMCs and 

detailed assessment hearings.  He has extensive 

experience of litigation involving the 

enforceability and disclosure of CFAs.  He has 

dealt with litigation concerning the applicability 

of the predictive costs regime, of the 

recoverability of costs for pre-action disclosure 

applications and with applications against 

solicitors for wasted costs.  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Bristol Law Society’s Charity of the Year: 
The Spinal Injuries Association (SIA)  

 

Our Mission: 

Our mission is to support all those affected by spinal cord injury by advising, educating and 

campaigning on their behalf. 

 

The Spinal Injuries Association is the leading national user-led charity for spinal cord injured (SCI) 

people.  Every year, around 1,000 people in the UK injure their spinal cord.  It can happen in sport, 

work or just travelling on the road.  

 

The impact is life-changing for those injured and their families; coming to terms with the physical 

paralysis and the psychological challenges.  However with the right support and advice, people can 

rebuild their lives after spinal injury. 

 

Our core services include by aren’t limited to: 

 

* Our Peer Support Team, all spinal cord injured themselves, deliver personal experience and support 

to the newly injured across a national network of thirteen spinal cord centres and crucially when 

they return home 

 

* The charity has access to two Nurse Advocates who work nationally in tandem with the Peer 

Support Team to ensure that spinal cord injured people receive the specialist healthcare they need. 

 

* The Public Affairs Team help many of the 40,000 SCI injured people access the care and benefits 

they're entitled to and campaign for improved services. 

 

To know more: 

visit www.spinal.co.uk or call 01908 604191.  

 

For something different our twitter handle is @spinalinjuries 

http://www.spinal.co.uk/
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Booking Information    

   

Please be advised that places are limited so please book early to guarantee a place. 
 

 

Cost   

   

Delegate fee:  Bristol Law Society Members £120.00 (£100.00 plus VAT) 
 Non-Members £180.00 (£150.00 plus VAT) 

 
The fee for this seminar includes the full conference pack, refreshments and lunch. 
   

   

Booking Form   

   

Please print/photocopy the booking form and either send it by:  

 
Email: events@bristollawsociety.com or  

Post to: Clair Ponting, Bristol Law Society, Bradford House, 12 Colston Avenue, 
Bristol, BS1 4ST 

 

Invoices will be raised for all bookings.   
   

   

Terms and Conditions   

   

By booking a place on this course you are agreeing to our standard terms 

and conditions, details of which can be found on 

http://www.bristollawsociety.com/wp-
content/uploads/2011/01/Standard-Terms-Conditions.pdf  

 
Payment: All invoices for this seminar must be paid within 14 days of the invoice date.  

Cancellation: Any cancellations received with less than 14 days notice will not be entitled 
to a refund.  

Confirmation of registration: If you have not received confirmation of your registration 

one week before the conference, please telephone 0117 945 8486 to confirm that your 
registration form has been received.  

Substitute delegates: Substitute delegates will be accepted at any time – please telephone 
0117 945 8486 to let us know the name of the substitute. 

 

If you have any enquiries, please call Clair on 0117 945 8486 or 
email events@bristollawsociety.com  

http://www.bristollawsociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/Standard-Terms-Conditions.pdf
http://www.bristollawsociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/Standard-Terms-Conditions.pdf


 

You will receive a confirmation of booking email along with your invoice within 4 
working days of receipt of your completed booking form 

Personal Injury, Clinical Negligence and Costs 
Conference – 9th May 2017 

Booking Form 
 
 

Please complete ALL of the form in BLOCK CAPITALS and send to 
events@bristollawsociety.com 

First Delegate: 

Name:  

Firm:  

Postal Address:  

Email:  

Tel No:  

Special requirements: Please state:  

Dietary requirements: None   Vegetarian   Vegan   Gluten Free    

Nut Allergy   other (please specify): 

Email for firm Accounts Payable:  

BLS Member       or     Non-Member   

Do you wish to receive future seminar updates? Yes    No   

Please tick here if you are happy for us to disclose your personal data (limited to name and firm only) 

to exhibitors and sponsors of this event so that they can provide you with information about their 

goods and services.   

Second and Subsequent Delegates: 

Name:  

Firm:  

Postal Address:  

Email:  

Tel No:  

Special requirements: Please state:  

Dietary requirements: None   Vegetarian   Vegan   Gluten Free    

Nut Allergy   other (please specify): 

Email for firm Accounts Payable:  

BLS Member       or     Non-Member   

Do you wish to receive future seminar updates? Yes    No   

Please tick here if you are happy for us to disclose your personal data (limited to name and firm only) 

to exhibitors and sponsors of this event so that they can provide you with information about their 

goods and services.   

 



 

 

 

Bristol Law Society, Foot Anstey and 

sponsors look forward to welcoming you to 

our conference and hope you have an 

enjoyable and interesting day. 
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Bristol Law Society 
Bradford House 

12 Colston Avenue 
Bristol 

BS1 4ST 

Telephone: 0117 9458486 

Events@bristollawsociety.com 
www.bristollawsociety.com 


